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One Year Post-Explosion...?

A whole year has passed since the unfortunate event,
the massive Beirut port explosion, our beloved Lebanese
capital, on August 4, 2020, after flammable chemicals
were stored there for a long time with no precautions. The
terrifying picture we saw on TV made our hearts sink... At
the time, we considered it a horrific crisis and incident that
would bring people together and unify hearts to face this
disaster with all its humanitarian, social, economic and life
dimensions.

Peoples have always united in the face of disaster,
hoping to get out of it with the strength and determination...
We hoped and prayed for Lebanon to get back on its feet
and rise healthy and strong to restore its glory, history and
present in the hope of a better future for all its children...

Unfortunately, as the Arab proverb says, not all the
wishes can be fulfilled, nor the ties serve the purpose of
the ship. Days and weeks have passed, and the year came
to an end. The disaster led to crises, hopes collapsed, and
frustration and despair crept into the hearts of people in
Lebanon and abroad.

Individualism, subjectivity, and personal interests have
prevailed, while cooperation, united work, and putting the
interest of the nation first became lost values... Social
groups, sects and religions are still competing with each
other while the country breaks and bleeds in silence...

My beloved brothers and sisters of Lebanon, our life is
nothing but a spot of steam that would appear for a little
while and then vanishes... but you own this life. Look at
your sons, daughters, and children. Look at your future,
your dreams, and the longings of your hearts. Look at the
tired and heavy laden, whom no one remembers.

Please unite in good so your country would go
back to being shining, brilliant, successful, and
distinguished.

Our fingers differ in shape, position and ability, and
their capabilities vary... But they unite in work, beauty, and
creativity... This is the Lord’s lesson for every one of us...

Differ as you wish, but unite under the higher interest of
the nation, as one opinion, one soul, and one love for this
beautiful country...

| am writing to you praying with all my heart for your
unity. The time for division and partisanship is over. Rise
and take responsibility, and May God grant you His peace
and strength, so that you may be successful in your good
work.

Pope Tawadros Il
Pope of Alexandria
and Patriarch of the See of St. Mark
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Statement Concerning the Burning of St George Coptic Orthodox Church

Surrey BC, CANADA

“On that day I will raise up the tabernacle of David, which has fallen down, and repair its damages; I will raise up its ruins, and
rebuild it as in the days of old” (Amos 9:11)

July 20, 2021

The Coptic Orthodox Metropolitan and Bishops of North America are deeply saddened to hear of the burning of St George Coptic
Orthodox Church in Surrey BC in Canada early on Monday morning July 19. This parish is part of the Diocese of Mississauga,
Vancouver and Western Canada and we all extend our sympathy and prayers to His Grace Bishop Mina, the bishop of the diocese
and to the parish priests and all the community of this blessed church which was consecrated by His Holiness Pope Shenouda III of
blessed memory in the late 1990’s.

This parish served many Coptic Orthodox believers from Canada, Egypt, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Iraq and Lebanon. We pray that Our
Lord Jesus Christ may strengthen the community and grant them peace and comfort during these difficult times in order to rebuild
this beautiful church. The church is more than a building but in fact it is the Body of Christ, that is, the faithful believers.

We were deeply touched to see the parish priests, deacons and the faithful congregation standing in front of the burnt church
and chanting triumphantly with one voice the Midnight Praise. As St Paul
teaches us, “We are hard-pressed on every side, yet not crushed; we are . P R
perplexed, but not in despair; persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, \.\.é:g Uﬁ:ﬂ)"%‘d\ ".’\JJ b s Sl "JL“’J
but not destroyed— always carrying about in the body the dying of the —
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There was an arson attempt on this church in the early morning of MARKITAN - UNONVILLS

Wednesday July 14, just a few days prior to the complete destruction of
g P o D g g arkham-Unionville ! ob Saroya Stands in Solidary with the Canadian Coptic
this church. We request the authorities to promptly bring the investigation }",mk,,',’,,,m; R R S e e

to a close and to find the cause of this horrific devastation. We also call sl b Raia
upon the elected government officials to support the Coptic community of FOR IMMEDISTERELEASE
1 1 3 Markham, Ontario - MP Bob Saroya expressed his ¢ and disg slfllowinglhcncwsthal
Surrey tO ﬁnd ek altemate temporary place OfworShlp untll thls ChurCh can ;l::ccirlnﬁret:‘:;leoSL chr?gc (‘lt;;)l)icl (;\rﬁ’}:f)dsgx (‘lhu‘;:ﬁCilrl ;lurrel;{::l%rili(s)‘h Columbia, may have
be built as soon as possible. We also pray along other faith communities been the result of intentional arson,
imi i 1 1 Across Canada, several churches have been destroyed by fire in recent weeks with po]icc
that haVe Suﬂered Slmllar IHCIdentS m the paét feW Weeks' int‘;itigu:z; :1-;1; as inc:dlc;ms of potential a::on. We learned that the RCMP is treating the fire
at the St. George Coptic Orthodox Church as “suspicious™ after finding surveillance video
May the Lord of comfort grant peace to every member of St George showing a suspect lighting items on fire at the door.
i i i “The Coptic ty came to Canada to seek refuge after centuries of persecution. These are
ParlSh an Surrey BC and knOW that you e L prayers’ and you haVe goog. Ix?x)\clsl.c:minl]::;cli-)working peo‘ple. This type of hatred has no place in ICana];ia. For several
wveeks . Prime Minister Justin Trudeau has stood by in near-silence as churches across
e full Support' \Cafmd: ﬁ;\ve k:l:]n lhe”::’ge;t clzlt‘ li[ale-mo[ivaled arson attacks” said MP Saroya.

i . “Burning church E ther place of worship is an inexcusable crime. Full stop. There is zero
Slgnatures ‘ jus‘llirf?c";\i:n ?‘Kr)(l:' llel?ao\i';:?sgevz.p;veryone has a responsibility to call this type of hateful
H.G. Bishop Youssef H.E. Metropolitan Serapion T R T

e 1 3 b 0 MP Saroya will be speaking with the York Regional Police this week about ways in which we
H'G' BlShOp DaVld H-G BlShOp Surlel can ensure all places of worship in Markham remain safe.

H.G. Bishop Mina H.G. Bishop Angaelos
. . -30-
H.G Bishop Peter H.G. Bishop Karas
1 1 2 F e information:
H.G. Bishop Kyrillos H.G. Bishop Abraham i 1
H.G. Bishop Basil H.G. Bishop Seraphim Offs of Bb Satoys, M
H.G. Bishop Boulos H.G. Bishop Gregory 005470-2024
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